
364 CURRENT TOPICS. 

W r i t i ng  on Blue Prints .  ANON. (Amer. Mach., xxxv,  I8, 
848 . ) - -There  are several methods of writing in white on blue 
prints. Commercial white ink can be used, or a solution of " Chi- 
nese whi t e"  in water, mixed to the desired consistency, or a bleach 
or a solution of soda. (Probably " chlorinated soda"  is meant.) 
Ammonia water can be used, but is too thin to work well. Some- 
times a few drops of bright red drawing ink are added to the solu- 
tion, which makes pink marks and lines and shows plainly that 
changes or additions have been made to the print. To  bleach a 
brown negative print, a solution of mercury bichromate or mercury 
bichloride works well. The strength to be used varies according to 
the intensity of the print. 

A luminum in Brass  Alloys. ANON. (Amer. Mach., xxxvi,  2, 
64 . ) - -Aluminum should not be used in brass or bronze alloys, for, 
although it is a deoxid!zer, it has a bad effect, as aluminum oxide 
does not seem to free itself readily f rom the rr~tal. Phosphor-tin or 
phosphor-copper is a better deoxidizer. The best way to keep metal 
clean is to prevent it becoming foul;  that is, to melt all alloys under 
an ample cover of charcoal or to use a little flux in each pot. The 
flux or charcoal must be skimmed off before pouring the metal. 

Decomposition of Nitr ic  Acid by  Light .  W. C. REYNOLDS 
AND W .  ~I. TAYLOR. (Chem. Soc. Proc., xxvii, 3o6 . ) - -On  investi- 
gating the decomposition of nitric acid by light, it is found that 
the reaction is reversible; the products of decomposition slowly 
recombine more or less completely in the absence of light. I t  is 
proved that pure anhydrous nitric acid decomposes very slowly in 
the dark, giving the same products of decomposition. Mr. V. H. 
Veley says that the observation that the reaction, 4HNOa -~ 2H20 
q- 2N20,  + O2, is reversible on alteration of conditions is of special 
interest, and is in accordance with the results obtained in the study 
of other reactions in which nitric acid took part. The  extent of the 
decomposition and recombination is illustrated by a series of curves. 

A New Malleable Copper  Alloy. ANON. (Metal Ind., x, I, 
6 . ) - -Th i s  new alloy is known as " Ogala " metal, and has many 
good properties in the line of malleability and ease of casting. At 
red heat it is highly malleable, is very hard and tough, but gives 
no difficulty in working. Its hardness and toughness increase up 
to a certain degree, the longer it is worked under the hammer or 
the rolls. At red heat it may be rolled to the thinnest sheets. It 
is of very low specific gravity. It  melts between 95 °0 and IOOO ° 

" C. Its shrinkage in casting is only from 0.2 to I per cent. With 
care it can be cast. I t  is melted in graphite crucibles and poured 
quite hot. During the melt it should be well stirred, and covered 
with charcoal powder to prevent loss. It is made by Louis Ebbing- 
haus, in Hohenlimburg, Westphalia. 


